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	1. Introduction  

	
 At Coxlease School we recognise that our children should have access to a broad and engaging curriculum that inspires them to achieve excellent outcomes at GCSE or appropriate accreditation as well as giving them experience across a wide range of subjects.
In Key stage 2 & 3, students are taught in a primary model to meet their emotional needs and embed key skills. In the primary model students are taught using thematic or topic-based learning. However, at KS3 students are taught in explicit lessons, of History and Geography. In KS4 students are taught by subject specialists to develop their learning and provide them with the opportunity to leave with GCSE qualifications, students can pick the Options or non-core subjects that they learn. This approach aligns with the Independent Schools Standards (ISS) guidance on the breadth of curriculum and the provision of a balanced education that supports pupils’ academic and personal development. (ISS reference: Curriculum and Teaching Standards—Curriculum breadth, and Standards for Teaching and Learning)
Non-Core subjects at Coxlease 
• Art (Fine Art) and photography 
• Computer studies
• Food Tech 
Humanities – History & Geography 
• Physical Education 
• Science 
• Business Studies 
• Citizenship 
• Performance Arts 
• Duke of Edinburgh 
• Health and Social care studies
 • Citizenship


	2. Aims and Rationale  

	
The main objectives of Non-Core Learning are to ensure that children can develop and use literacy skills across the curriculum with opportunities to consolidate and practise taught literacy skills in a wide range of subjects enabling generalisation of their skills. Learning non-core subjects enables them to read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self- monitor and correct. Being taught in all subjects to express themselves correctly and appropriately, using technical and specialist vocabulary and to recognise the close relationship between reading and writing. It helps students to find pleasure in reading for interest, enjoyment and information, widening the range of texts that they have access to. Students are enabled to extend problem solving and thinking skills across several different topics and build on their own interests and make choices about their learning. This can increase the ability to make connections across learning and help them to take part in meaningful decision-making increasing engagement with others within an environment of self-respect and respect for others. Students are encouraged to celebrate success in every subject through certificates through the term recognising excellent work and attitude and able to work towards achieving accreditation in KS4 in the subjects they have chosen.
This section reflects the Independent Schools Standards (ISS) expectation that curriculum inclusion is comprehensive and that pupils experience a well-sequenced curriculum that develops literacy, numeracy and subject-specific skills across non-core and core areas. 
(ISS reference: Standards for Curriculum, Assessment and Personal Development)
 
 

	3. Numeracy and Literacy Links 

	
There are lots of opportunities for students to develop their English skills in non-core subjects. The teaching of English encourages the pupils' language acquisition by drawing on their experiences across the whole spectrum of school activity. Students are encouraged to develop a love of reading and read fluently from a variety of sources. Comprehension of task required is a skill that all students will master in non-core learning. Students are given the opportunity to develop their writing skills and encouraged to write in full sentences with attention to grammar, spelling and punctuation. They will have the opportunity to justify their opinions in depth as they evaluate a variety of source material. Students are taught to recognise and spell key words in specific subjects. Students can engage in small group discussions to enhance their speaking and listening skills. Students will have lots of opportunity to verbally evaluate their outcomes and receive feedback from their peers. Mathematical opportunities are planned and developed across the non-core curriculum. 
Examples include accurate measurement of solids and liquids in Food Tech and Science, opportunities to plan and design surveys to collate data, opportunities to analyse data and produce graphs to display information. Students develop these skills when carrying out marketing research in Food Tech. A variety of graphs will need to be recorded and analysed in Science & Geography, for example to analyse changing temperatures. Mathematical Life skills, such as telling the time using analogue and digital time and calculating duration of time are embedded in all non-core subjects. In all non-core subjects' students will have the opportunity to read and write numbers. In History students can study and master putting events in the correct order of Chronology. As young historians, students will have the opportunity to examine time sequences and use timelines. 

This aligns with ISS expectations that literacy and numeracy are embedded across the curriculum, with explicit opportunities to develop language for learning, discussion and writing in all subjects, and to ensure progression in mathematical thinking and data handling across the curriculum. (ISS reference: Curriculum, Literacy and Numeracy across the Curriculum)
  

	4. 4.  Effective Teaching & Learning   

	
The key principles are to assess the students’ previous learning and then plan a sequence of learning intentions to consolidate and develop the students understanding through a wide range of tasks and activities. Teachers can refer to the subject curriculum framework for assessment to inform their planning. 
KS4 planning is always guided by the individual subject specification, to enable students to leave with accreditation.
 In KS2 non-core learning is planned using the topic plan with a subject given a specific week focus that links with the student’s overarching topic. 
At KS3 students are taught History and geography separately and follow the national curriculum, although it is adapted and scaffolded to their individual learning needs. 
We follow national curriculum age related topics to enable our students to have common knowledge and experience with their peers. In Key stage 4, students follow the content and curriculum as set out in the qualification specifications for their exam boards. This is adapted and scaffolded for students as and when required to enable them full access to the course. All teachers create a long -term plan for the year, which enables sequencing of lessons and retrieval to happen and a normal part of lessons in Coxlease school. From the long- term plan, a curriculum rationale is developed adding more depth and detail, providing an insight into why we teach the topics and how they are taught and assessed as well as highlighting students’ opportunities to explore social, moral, spiritual, cultural aspects of their topic clarifying cross curricular links and noting any specific assessment opportunities & accreditation. Potential offsite trips & outdoor learning opportunities are also highlighted and encouraged as a part of our curriculum. Teachers are not expected to spend time producing formal lesson plans derived from the Medium-Term Plan, focus instead is on quality of actual teaching.

Assessment Each stage is sub divided into three areas: 
• Working towards 
• Expected
• Greater Depth 

In addition, teachers in Key Stage 4 can also assess students against the GCSE specification 1-9 system and the BTEC specification level 1 and 2 system. Non-core assessment data on each student is collected at the end of every term for analysis. Students’ progress is monitored and tracked by the subject teacher and over seen by the Subject Leads and Assistant Head of Teaching, Learning and Curriculum. Teachers assess the students work following school marking policy. Non-Core student’s books are scrutinised half termly and quality ensured by the Subject Lead (where there is one) and Senior Leadership team. 
 
 

	5. Monitoring and Evaluation 

	
Senior Leaders, the Educational Quality lead and the History and Geography Leads will monitor progress regularly and will report back to staff, parents, pupils and governors. The following methods will be used: 
· Work sampling 
· Observations and learning walks 
· Pupil interviews 
· Scrutiny of planning 
· Data analysis  
· Staff appraisal 
 
Accreditation at KS4 
	Subject 
	Level & Grade 
	Title 
	Exam board 

	Art & design 
	GCSE 9-1 
	Art, Design, and craft  
	AQA 

	Computer Studies 
	Level 1 and 2 BTEC Tech Award
	Digital Information Technology  
	Pearsons

	Computer Studies 
	Level 1 and 2 BTEC Tech Award
	E - Sports
	Pearsons

	 Food Tech 
	Level 1 and 2 BTEC Introductory 
	Home Cooking skills 
	Pearsons

	History 
	GCSE 9-1 
	History 
	AQA 

	P.E 
 
	GCSE 9-1 
	P.E short course 
PE Long Course 
	WJEC 

	Science 
 
	GCSE 9-1 
Entry level 
	Combined Science 
Combined Science 
	AQA 
AQA 

	Business Studies 
	GCSE 9-1 
	Business Studies 
	AQA 

	History 
	GCSE 9-1 
	History 
	AQA 

	Geography
	GCSE 9-1
	Geography
	AQA

	Citizenship 
	GCSE 9-1 
	Citizenship 
	AQA 

	Health and Social Care Studies 
	Level 1 and 2 BTEC Tech Award
	Health and Social Care Studies 
	Pearsons

	Performing Arts 
	Bronze and Silver 
	Arts Awards 
	Arts Awards 

	Duke of Edinburgh Award 
	Bronze 
	D of E 
	D of E 


 

	6. 6. SMSC and British Values  

	 All teachers are asked to consider the SMSC and British values teaching opportunities within each topic, and these are outlined in the curriculum rational for each subject. 

	7. 7. Culture Capital and added Value  

	Non- Core learning is essential to increase the capital culture for our students, many of whom lack the experiences that other children have had, due to their backgrounds and diagnoses. 
Non-Core subjects are asked to teach using experiences as much as possible, in order to increase the breadth of general knowledge as well as subject knowledge for all students and therefore increasing their outcomes for the future. 
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